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“RULES”

• Videos on (if possible) mute when not speaking. 

• Unmuting yourself is a nice way to show that you want to speak.  

• Be kind to others and yourselves

• Listen to others (I take notes because it helps me listen / reflect)

• Share your own experiences, not the experiences of others

• Ask questions / be engaged 

• There are NO dumb questions. 

• Lessons leave, specifics stay



Methods / 
Experimental 

Detail

Data 
presentation

Basic information 
/ main ideas

In depth analysis 
for your own 

research

To learn about a 
lab’s most recent 

research

Something else 
entirely

YOUR PRESENTATIONS!

Presenter

• You found a paper of 
interest

• You read it / skimmed 
it

• You got something out 
of it

• You will present it to 
us in <5 minutes

Audience

• You will be respectful
• You will listen 
• Opportunities for 

questions
• @ the end of each 

person’s talk, type a 
few words of 
encouragement or 
things that you learned 
into the chat.



WHAT DID YOU THINK ABOUT THESE 
PRESENTATIONS? 



HOW TO FIND A [FUNDED] RESEARCH 
LAB OF INTEREST

• If you’ve been doing a lit review, you’ve probably seen the same names coming up
• Ex: Cathy Savage-Dunn has been coming up in Nadia’s research

• Sometimes the papers you’re reading are older
• Sometimes the primary/middle authors have started their own labs but haven’t published 

anything yet! 

Read the literature

• Will only show funded projects 
• Can search by state, topic
• Molly will demonstrate trying to find a C. elegans lab in Seattle, Washington. 

NIH RePORTER (Research Portfolio Online Reporting Tools) 

• Will also only show funded projects 
• A little less intuitive, but can search by state, topic, institution, etc.
• Can get super specific if you know your topic of interest 

NSF Award Search

**note:  There are other funding agencies other than the NSF/NIH, including private funding. 
Just because a lab doesn’t have a grant here doesn’t mean they aren’t funded



SCREENSHOT: NIH 
REPORTER

• You can fill in the city
• Seattle

• Or the region of the USA 
• Washington or “West”

• You can enter specific schools
• “University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill” or

“Princeton” 
• You can enter keywords

• “diabetes and microbiome” 
• “neuroscience and immunology” 

• Note: The NIH is the National Institutes of Health, so 
they focus mostly on health-related things with human 
relevance. If you want to analyze variation in butterfly 
wing morphology, you’ll probably want to check out the 
NSF. 



RESULTS: NIH REPORTER

• Click on any of the Project titles to 
find out more

• Look for R01s and R21s (these are the 
big awards for larger projects) 

• The Project Leader is probably the PI /
Lab boss



SCREENSHOT: NSF 
AWARD SEARCH

• Just fill out the Organization or State / Zip Code

• And Keywords!

• Keep in mind that the NSF does not really fund 
medical sciences. If you’re looking for a cure for 
cancer, you probably won’t get funded by the NSF. 

• If you want to study ocean currents, climate 
change, ecology, evolution, “basic” sciences (i.e. not 
translational) then look at the NSF! 



NSF AWARD 
SEARCH RESULTS • Look for “CAREER” or 

“Collaborative Research” 

• Click on the title for more 
information 

Sounds awesome! 



THEN WHAT? 

Go to the lab’s website

• Is there a lab 
website?

• What types of info 
can you find there? 

Click around the 
website

• Do the people look 
happy?

• Does it look like 
someplace you'd 
like to work?

Look at their 
publications

• Are the papers 
interesting?

• Is the lab actively 
publishing?

Do a quick Google 
search on the PI’s 
name 

• PI = Primary 
Investigator = boss 
of a lab

• Depts / programs 
they are affiliated 
with



FOR NEXT WEEK 

• We will have our first guest speaker, Dr. Yusuf Tufail. 
• Yusuf has a PhD in Neuroscience from University of Arizona. 

• Yusuf has worked in industry, academia, and consulting.

• Yusuf is also a super interesting guy with a heard of gold.

• In the google form, let me know if you’d rather hear more about his research, his jobs, or his 
trajectory. 

• Using your literature searches, NIH RePORTer or NSF Award Search, find a lab that you 
are interested in (for undergraduate research, grad school, or a job as a technician!)

• Check their lab website for any salient info

• Quickly skim the abstracts of their most recent articles

• Come prepared to share what you found

• Name / institute / what they study / if you’re still interested & why 


